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It gives me immense pleasure to share my views as a President of the association that the first digital
version of ALA Newsletter, Vol. 5, 2021 will be released by Prof. Manoj Kumar Sinha, Head and Dean of
Swami Vivekananda School of Library and Information Science of Assam University, Silchar on August
12, 2021 commemorating the 129th Birth Anniversary of Dr. S. R. Ranganathan. It is edited jointly by Dr.
Jyotika Devi, Ms Dipika Das and Dr Kankana Baishya. It may be mentioned that the first volume of ALA
Newsletter was published in January 1999 under the editorship of Dr Narendra Lahkar and the last volume
i.e 4th Vol was published in August 2015, which was edited by Dr. Badan Barman, Mr. Dhiman Seal and
Dr. Nabajyoti Das.

The 129th Birth Anniversary of Dr. S. R. Ranganathan is being celebrated as Librarians’ Day on 12th
August 2021 throughout the country. On this special day we - the library and information science
professionals pay homage to the father of Library Science in India.

I think you all are aware that this is the first time in the history of ALA an Elected Body took charge of the
association. ALA was established in 1938 with the active involvement of Late Kumudeswar Barthakur with
a view to creating a library movement in the state of Assam by establishing village-based district wise
Public Library System. By doing so the state of Assam became the 8th state in the country to establish a
state-level library association. The association was supported wholeheartedly by the stalwart like Lokopriya
Gopinath Bordoloi, Bishnu Duarah, Raghunath Choudhury, Benudhar Sharma, Harendra Nath Barua,
Professor emeritus Pandit Maheswar Neog, Pandit Tirthanath Sharma, Giridhar Sarma, Ayodhya Prasad
Goswami and many more.

Dr Ranganathan personally visited Assam during the 8th conference of Assam Library Association at
Guwahati which was organised under the chairmanship of Prof. Emeritus Pandit Maheswar Neog during 24-
25 October 1964. Along with him Prof. P. N. Kaula, Dr. A. Ohdedar, etc added an additional flavour to the
conference thus creating history for Assam Library Association. During this conference, it was decided to
open a Library Science course at Gauhati University for training the librarians of not only the state of
Assam but the entire North-Eastern region of India and thus the Department of Library Science started
functioning by providing an evening course in 1966 under the headship of Dr. Jogeswar Sarma, then
Librarian of Gauhati University Central Library.

Presidential Address

ALA Newsletter                                                                        Page 1

It gives me immense pleasure to share my views as a President of the
association that the first digital version of ALA Newsletter, Vol. 5, 2021
will be released by Prof. Manoj Kumar Sinha, Head and Dean of Swami
Vivekananda School of Library and Information Science of Assam
University, Silchar on August 12, 2021 commemorating the 129th Birth
Anniversary of Dr. S. R. Ranganathan. It is edited jointly by Dr. Jyotika
Devi, Ms Dipika Das and Dr Kankana Baishya. It may be mentioned that
the first volume of ALA Newsletter was published in January 1999 under
the editorship of Dr Narendra Lahkar and the last volume i.e 4th Vol was
published in August 2015, which was edited by Dr. Badan Barman, Mr.
Dhiman Seal and Dr. Nabajyoti Das.



Dr. Ranganathan also tried for the enactment of public library legislation by preparing a draft bill, which
was placed in the 8th conference in 1964, but is very unfortunate for all of us that it could not be
materialized to date. Now the existing body of ALA has taken up this matter as its first priority and a draft
committee has been constituted to initiate the process. We are hopeful that something good will come out
from the endeavour from this new energetic committee. This committee has successfully completed the
induction programme for library professionals where the participants from all over India took an active
part.

Till date the association has published several publications like News Bulletins, Seminar Volumes,
Granthalok, Let us Read Books (in Assamese & English language) and such others. The association has
also organised a one week training programme for non-professionals working in different libraries under
the banner of RRRLF, Kolkata starting from 12th August, 2014. It also observed Public Library Day on
22nd May 2015. Under the sponsorship of RRRLF, the association organised a seminar on Public
Librarianship and Glorious Heritage of Karmabir Nabin Chandra Bordoloi Library (Reading Hall): Plan for
Renovation and Development during 22-23 January 2017.

To mark the occasion of Librarians’ Day 2021, ALA has organised an invited talk on Public Library as a
Powerful Institute for Realising Democracy. Narendra Lahkar, Retired Professor and Head of Dept. of
Library and Information Science, GU; Dr Mukesh Saikia, Librarian, Tezpur University; Sjt Dwijendra
Narayan Sarma, Founder & Chief Executive of Prerona Puthibharal, Nalbari; and Dr Mehtab Hussain,
District Librarian, Guwahati, Kamrup Metro are invited to share their views and experiences on the topic.

The association has been trying to create library awareness and promote reading habits among the society
and academic fraternity since its inception. We are very much optimistic that we will be able to take this
association in the midst of society.

Thank you and Namaskar.
 

Long Live ALA!

Presidential Address

(Dr Prasanta Kumar Deka)
President, ALA
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ALA ONE WEEK E-INDUCTION PROGRAM 2021
January 18-22, 2021

The Assam Library Association (ALA) introduced ONLINE INDUCTION PROGRAM 2021 for
Library Professionals. The young professionals who join the office immediately after acquiring the
degree do not have much idea about the actual services to be provided. Librarians are the mostly single
and unique entity in the institution. They have to plan and execute both as well as offer the services.  

Activities of Newly Elected Executive Committee

To offer a guidance to newly joined librarians towards the library activities
To share the problems faced by the librarians and thereby to become a troubleshooting agent
To motivate the librarians to move further and make them more compatible for the industry
To maintain a close relationship between the Association and its stake holders

Therefore, ALA being one of the oldest Library Association of India introduced this Induction
programme for the young lis professionals. The program was designed keeping in mind the UGC
Regulations.

The objective of the program:

37 participants across the country attended the programme.
 

 ALA EC Meeting held on 13.12.2020
 ALA EC Meeting held on 13.07, 2021

 Meetings

1.
2.
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The 2018-2020 executive
committee was formed on 12th
August, 2018. The committee took
charge of the association on 1st
September, 2018 and served till
20th November, 2020. A few
months later, Dr. Kishor Sarma,
Treasurer of the ALA resigned
from his duties. Thereafter, as per
the resolution of the executive
committee held on 14th September,
2019  Dr. Mukesh Saikia, Working
President and Prof. Sanjay Kumar
Singh, Vice-President of the ALA
were entrusted with the additional
charge of President and Treasurer
respectively instead of selecting /
electing a new President and
Treasurer of the association. The
various initiatives taken during the
the tenure i.e., 2018-2020 are
furnished below,

i) Executive Committee Meetings:
The 1st meeting of the new
executive committee (EC) of 2018
was held on 1st September, 2018 in
the Department of Library &
Information Science, Gauhati
University and the subsequent EC
meetings were held on 14th
September, 2019, 29th February,
2020 and 20th November, 2020. All
the notifications along with minutes
were uploaded on the ALA website.

ii) General Body Meeting: A
general body meeting of the ALA
was held on 9th February, 2019 at
the Phanidhar Datta Seminar Hall,
Gauhati University, Guwahati.

iii) Divisional Member of ALA: 
 The Executive Committee meeting
held on 29th February, 2020,
considered Women Librarians’
Association of Assam (WLAA) 

A REPORT ON ALA (2018-20)
Dr. Badan Barman
General Secretary

September 1, 2018 – November 20, 2020

established in the year 2020 with Dr.
Jyotika Devi as President and Dr.
Kankana Baishya as General Secretary
as the 1st divisional member of Assam
Library Association with membership
No. ALAD001 

iv) Life Membership of ALA: ALA
had 76 life members enrolled in the
previous years. Therefore, wide
campaign was carried out to increase
the life members of the association and  
accordingly 98 new life members were
registered during the period bearing
membership Id No. up to ALAL176.
All the divisional members,
institutional members and life
members were issued the membership
certificate and the membership fees
were directly credited to the ALA
account.

v) Institutional Member of ALA: 
 Students union body of the colleges,
librarian and principal of the colleges
were intimated through emails for
ALA institutional / association
membership. Consequently 7 new
institutional members have been
registered during the period with
Membership No. ALAI001 to
ALAI007.

vi) Increase in ALA Capital: The
new executive body took charge of the
association with Rs. 11,939.93 in the
bank account of the association without
any other financial assets. During the
tenure of the past EC, the bank-balance
of the ALA has been increased from
Rs. 11,939.00 to Rs. 1,01,501.00.  All
the amounts collected as life
membership fees were deposited in a
separate fixed deposit account of the
ALA.

"SUCCESS IS TRULY
MEASURED IN HOW
FAR YOU CAN GO

AND NOT THE
NUMBER OF BIG

WINS IN A SHORT
AMOUNT OF TIME."

Report
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vii) Up-gradation of the Website: The ALA
website was upgraded by incorporating new
information and new facilities like opening up the
provision of the online membership by using
Google Form and submission of the membership
fees online, displaying list and address of all the
members in pdf files, hosting Email of all key
officials of the ALA in Google Workspace,
displaying list of publications, hosting and
scanning of audited accounts of ALA, publications
of ALA; making ALA logo more legible and such
others.

viii) Examination Question Papers: In the tenure
of the past EC, Examination Question Papers
(http://eqp.ala.net.in) website was launched hosting
600+ old / previous question papers of HS Arts,
Commerce and Science of AHSEC and BA and
B.Sc. programme of Gauhati University. The
website is accessed by thousands of students each
day. In the coming days it targets to host the
question papers of B.Com. programme of Gauhati
University as well as all the undergraduate
programmes of the different universities of Assam.

ix) Open Access Journals: A new website namely
Open Access Journals (http://oaj.ala.net.in) was
also launched with the  links of 1009 high quality
open access journals that mostly deal with the
subject areas of undergraduate programmes of the
different universities of Assam. Through this
website, the college students, research scholars and
faculty members can access tailed-made and
subject specific Open Access Journals (OAJ) and
retrieve their required article with much ease. In
future, the platform is expected to launch a custom
search engine for open access journals.

x) Vacancy in Assam: Vacancy in Assam
(http://vacancy.ala.net.in) provides job notification
to the unemployed youth of Assam on daily basis
and also weekly in digest form. The website tries to
cover almost all the job posts published in all
newspapers of Assam and also in Employment
News based on Assam. All job posts are
categorized as Permanent Vacancies, Contractual
Vacancies, Walk-in-Interviews and Deputation
Vacancies.  The website has the provision of
linking Career Counseling or Guidance or
Placement Cell of any college and sends the
upcoming job notification to their students on
behalf of the college.

Report

xi) Organized National Seminar: Women
Librarians’ Association of Assam (WLAA)- a
divisional member of ALA in association with
LIS Links organized the National Seminar on
Online Teaching Learning: Issues and
Challenges during September 3-4, 2020 which
was attended by 214 participants from India,
Kuwait and Nigeria.

xii) Other Events: ALA organized webinar on
Open Educational Resources on 29th July,
2020 wherein Dr. Mukesh Saikia, Librarian,
Tezpur University and Professor Sanjay
Kumar Singh, Head, DLISc., Gauhati
University acted as a resource person. Further,
an online Workshop on Scientometrics and
Bibliometrics Analysis using Open Source
Softwares was organized by Society for
Advancement of Librarianship (SAL) in
Association with Assam Library Association
(ALA) on 6th June, 2020 wherein Mr. Shakil
Ahmad, Lecturer and Liaison Librarian, Imam
Abdulrahman Bin Faisal University Dammam,
Saudi Arabia acted as the resource person.

xiii) Librarians’ Day Celebration: To
commemorate the 128th birth anniversary of
Padmashree Dr. S. R. Ranganathan, Assam
Library Association (ALA) celebrated the
Librarians’ Day on 12th August, 2020 in online
mode in association with nine other associations
and organizations i.e., Association of Special
Libraries and Information Centres (IASLIC)
Zone V, Assam College Librarians' Association
(ACLA), Dept. of Library and Information
Science, Gauhati University (DLIS, G.U.),
Alumni Association of the DLIS, G.U., K.K.
Handique Library, G.U., Central Library, Tezpur
University, Women Librarians’ Association of
Assam (WLAA), Society for Advancement of
Librarianship (SAL) and LIS Links
(http://www.lislinks.com).

xiv) Publications: The conference volume of the
National Seminar on Online Teaching Learning:
Issues and Challenges entitled “Online
Teaching-Learning: Issues and Challenges”. was
published online. It consists of 106 pages
bearing ISBN No.: 978-93-5408-234-4.
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xv) Maintaining Transparency: Almost all the transactions were done online and the half yearly bank
statement along with audited reports of the association were put over the website for the members to
view and experience the working style of the ALA.

xvi) Others: During the tenure of the past EC, the ALA got its own PAN card and online banking
account and it has started conducting the election of the ALA in online mode with Prof. Dilip Kr.
Medhi, Department of Hindi, Gauhati University as Returning Officer. It has made the comprehensive
directory of the divisional members, institutional members and life members.

Report

ALA Executive Committee Members of
2018-2020 Session Took Charge of the

Association on 1st September, 2018

Women Librarians’ Association of Assam (WLAA)- a
divisional member of ALA in association with LIS Links

organized the National Seminar on Online Teaching Learning
Issues and Challenges during September 3-4, 2020

General Body Meeting of ALA held on 
9th February, 2019 

at the Phanidhar Datta Seminar Hall, Gauhati University,
Guwahati

Mass People Joining Assam Library Association
as its Life Members on 9th February, 

2019 at the Phanidhar Datta Seminar Hall, Gauhati
University, Guwahat

Librarians' Day 2020 Webinar on OER on July, 29, 2020
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Thought of a Librarian
 

Dr Utpal Das
University Librarian I/C, and

Chairperson, 
Centre for Library and Information Science Studies (CLISS)

Dibrugarh University
 

From the Desk of a University Librarian

The entire library ecosystem is passing through
an unprecedented time, a time of confusion and
utter uncertainty prevailing all around due to
new normal. Perhaps the challenge posed by the
Corona pandemic to this profession is the
biggest in the known history of our lives. As a
librarian, seeing desolate library lobbies, barren
stack-areas, carrel-desk without users, books
want–off transactions, and other depressing
scenarios make me feel absolutely painful. I am
sure every librarian is passing with the same
feelings in their hearts in this pandemic. How to
regain and establish the enduring values of
libraries has become an acute issue in this
uncertain moment. 

On the other hand, transitioning this pandemic
uncertainty into an opportunity to revitalize the
‘info-network’ to reconnect with about 38.5
million users (Business Standard podcast)
pursuing higher education in India is another
standpoint of the librarians. Not in India alone,
globally around 250 million (UNESCO)
students in higher education have lost primary
physical connectivity with one of the most
enduring support systems of education, i.e.
library. Invigorating and reconnecting them into
a robust futuristic mechanism of knowledge
capitol and securing the system from all
potential pandemics would be one of the most
challenging tasks for librarians worldwide.  

'Virtualization' of the library activities and services
during the Covid-19 pandemic has become one of
the much-glamorized buzzwords. However, there
was practical hitch due to weaknesses and
incompleteness of digital infrastructure in many
parts of the world like ours. There is no doubt that
the COVID-19 pandemic has enormously helped
us in understanding and utilizing state-of-the-art
technology of the digital world very quickly,
including self-service and touchless 'traffic-
control' at the library. There are also many open
educational resources and subscribed online
resources to strengthen virtualized services.
Therefore many professionals started believing
that Covid-19 pandemic has a message to the mass
that 'there is no need for patrons to visit the library
to use the services physically any more'. 

Nearly all academic libraries are attached to higher
education institutions to support their curriculum
for study and research. Therefore, as it is now
revealed that virtual classes are not matched with
classroom pedagogy in terms of quality teaching,
likewise physical tour to a library for exploration
of resources therein is a piece of mind and
pleasure to a reader's soul. Be it a public, private
or academic, a library is a community centre for a
specific group of people; for that reason, without
the 'community, the 'centre' does not exist. The
purpose of a library is not only to disseminate
books and documents; its stack, space and
ambience offer freedom of mind to recreate
knowledge and thus it is aptly called-a laboratory
of mind.  
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LIS in Skill Enhancement Course (SEC) of Dibrugarh University

LIS News of Assam

To foster a basic understanding of the academic library system and services.
To acquaint with the enormous resources available in various domains of Knowledge. 
To acquaint with the exponential growth of information & ensuring smoother access. 
To enhance the information search skill and to make students efficient enough to identify
qualitative information resources for study and research. 

Dibrugarh University introduced Skill Enhancement Course (SEC) in Library and Information
Science in the year 2020 for the BA / BSc. / BCom programmes (All Subjects of all Streams
including both Honours and Non Honours) in CBCS. 

As this skill enhancement course is meant for the Under Graduate programme of the affiliated
Colleges under Dibrugarh University, the College Librarian with requisite qualification is entitled as
Course Teacher of the said course. Simultaneously the Librarian as Course Teacher is also entitled to
Evaluation of the examination related matters as per DU regulation. The total Credit of the course is 
 2 ( included in 3rd semester or 5th semester for 2 credits and 4th semester or 6th semester for 2
credits). 

The course was introduced with the following objectives 

The syllabus of the course was notified vide notification no. DU/DR-A/8-1/21/030 Dated
12.01.2021, primarily focusing on the Basics of Library and Information Science (Course-I) and
Library in ICT Environment (Course-II). Total 958 undergraduate students have enrolled in this
course and Sixteen College Librarians have been engaged for the said courses to date.

Library Week Observed as a Part of Librarians' Day Celebration, 2021 in
Jorhat and Majuli District

Samagra Siksha, Jorhat and Majuli districts organized a Library week as a part of the celebration of
Librarian's Day during the 1st week of August, 2021 commemorating the 129th birthday of Dr. S. R
Ranganathan. Various activities were conducted among the students from class -I to IX of the
districts with the virtual visits of the libraries in Assam.
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LIS News of Assam

Ph.D.  awarded in LIS during 2020-2021

Name: Deepjyoti Kalita
Title of the Thesis: Ontology on Traditional Dances of Assam for the Semantic  Web with special
reference to the Dances of Rabha Community
Supervisor: Dr. Dipen Deka
Year of Ph.D award: 30.04.2021
University: Gauhati University

Name: Hira Kalita
Title of the Thesis: Use of ICT in the Libraries of Medical Institutions in North East India: An
Analytical Study
Supervisor: Prof. Sanjay Kumar Singh
Year of Ph.D award:  31.03.2021
University: Gauhati University

Name: Mr. Shibojit Choudhary
Title of the Thesis: Impact of Information Communication Technology on Management and
Services of College Libraries Affiliated to Assam University: A Study
Supervisor: Dr. Mukut Sarmah
Year of Ph.D award: 2021
University: Assam University
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Activities of the Libraries of Assam

Published a paper titled ‘Ranking of Library
Websites of Agricultural University of India: A
Study’ in Library Philosophy and Practice(e-
journal), ISSN: 1522-0222, May, 2021.
Published a chapter titled ‘Web Content
Analysis of Library Websites of Selected Law
Institutes of India: A Study’ in a book titled
‘Google Era Librarianship: Tools,
Technologies and skills’, edited by Dr. K.
Ramasamy, Dr. M.Mani and Published by
Muthra Publishers, Tamilnadu, 2020.

Bineswar Brahma Engineering College
Bineswar Brahma Engineering College is
situated in Kokrajhar, Assam. It was
established in 2008. 

Librarian:  Ms. Dhiru Barman. 

Library activities:
Organised a Webinar on ‘NDLI Users'
Awareness’, Conducted by NDLI- North East
Regional Centre IIT Guwahati on 1st June,
2020.

Librarian's activities:

Assam Library Association invited
write ups on the achievements of the
libraries and esteemed LIS
professionals of Assam for the session
2020-2021 via google form
(https://forms.gle/zpxBxW5duV9QwzQ
x9) and this section contains the
responses recieved Accordingly on the
same.

DHSK College, Dibrugarh

Dibrugarh Hanumanbax Surajmall Kanoi
College is a government college located in
Dibrugarh, Assam, India. It was established on
15 June 1945 in Dibrugarh, Assam. The
College is affiliated with Dibrugarh
University; its Higher Secondary Course is
recognised by the Assam Higher Secondary
Education Council. 

Name of the Library: Ashwini Charan
Choudhury Central Library, DHSK College

Librarian:  Dr. Pallavi Gogoi

Awareness Programme on Online E-Resources
in association with ACLA, ICT Cell on 25th
May2020.

Library activities:

Web talk on the occasion of birth
anniversary celebration of Padmashree SR
Ranganathan on 9thAugust 2020. 
International Webinar- Why studying
people is key to understanding Human-
Primate Relations organized in association
with IQAC, ZSA Unit, DHSK College and
Zoological Society of Assam. 
User Awareness Programme on National
Digital Library of India in collaboration
with NDLI, NERC, IIT Guwahati on 20th
June 2020.
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Activities of the Libraries of Assam

Delivered a talk on the theme "Manuscripts to
Tablets: The Amazing journey of Books" on
the occasion of Library week on 25th
November 2020 organised by DPS Dibrugarh. 
Talk on “Library Science Career Prospective "
organised by CWSD, Tinsukia College on
20th February 2020.
Talk on the theme: Access to Information
Resources in Electronic Environment in One
week FDP on Teaching Learning and
Evaluation on 5th -11th January 2021,
organised by ICGC, DHSK and ASTU, Ghy. 
Delivered a Lecture on Invited Talk series for
Dibrugarh University SEC (LIS) students
organised by LISPA on 24th July 2021.

Librarian’s Activities:

Librarian’s Publication:
Edited a book titled " Beyond Books: libraries
as tool for social change " published in 2020 in
India by Ashwini Charan Choudhury Central
Library, DHSK College, in collaboration with
IQAC, DHSK College.

Dibru College 
Dibru College, established in 1963, has been
accredited by NAAC with 'A' grade.The
college is situated just on the outskirts of
Dibrugarh town which is a rural area under the
Lahoal Constituency. It offers UG courses in
all three streams- Arts, Science and Commerce
in two shifts Morning and Day. Additionally,
the college offers some vocational and
development courses.
 

Librarian: Dipika Das

12 August, 2020: celebrated Librarians' Day,
organizing a national level web talk delivered
by Prof. R C Gaur, Dean and Director of Kala
Nidhi Division, IGNCA, Govt. of India. 

Organised two Readers' Club Sitting 1. Homen
Borgohain Sitting on 17 July, 2021, Speaker:
Dr. Jitu Buragohain, Principal, Dibru College.

Lakhsminandan Borah Sitting on 5th August,
2021, Speaker: Dr. Biju Moran, Assistant
Professor, Dibru College.

Organised a webinar on "Awareness Program
on use of online resources" on 1st June,2020.

Published chapter in book titled "Relevance of
S R Ranganathan in managing stress of LIS
professional" in "Beyond Books: Libraries as
tool for social change”, edited by Pallavi
Gogoi, published by DHSK College,
Dibrugarh,2020. ISBN: 978-93-5419-320-0.

Published chapter in book titled "Stress
Management by the women library
professionals in Assam", in e-book titled
"Online Teaching-Learning: issues and
Challenges", edited by Badan Barman and
Kankana Baishya,2021. ISBN:978-93-5408-
234-4.

Published Granthakuti: a peer reviewed annual
journal on Library Science, 2020

Library activities:

Librarian's Publications:
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(March, 1946-September 21, 2020)
Ms. Manjula Devi, ex-librarian of MDKG
college, Dibrugarh passed away on 21
September, 2020. She completed her MLibSc
from Gauhati University. She joined in her
service on 8 November, 1982 and retired on
31st March, 2006. May her beautiful & kind
soul be blessed with eternal peace.

Activities of the Libraries of Assam

Organized a Live Talk Show with renowned
multilingual poet of Assam Rajumoni Saikia
on 8th July, 2020.
Organized a Webinar on National Digital
Library of India (NDLI)users Awareness on
22nd July, 2020.

Organised webinar on 'Open Educational
Resources' on 7th June,2021 in association
with IQAC, MDKG College. Dr. Morami
Gogoi, Asst. Professor, Dept. of Computer
Science, Dibrugarh University and Dr.
Badan Barman, Asst. Professor, Dept of
LIS, Gauhati University were the resource
persons. 
Organised a Web Talk Programme on the
occasion of National Librarians’ Day on
12th August, 2020 on the topic of "what
would happen if Dr. S R Ranganathan was
alive today", where Prof. R C Gaur. Dean&
Head, Kalanidhi Division IGNCA, New
Delhi, was the chief guest. 

Duliajan Girls’ College
Duliajan Girls’ College Library was
established in 1992. It is situated at Duliajan
in Dibrugarh district. It is a women's general
degree college, affiliated with the Dibrugarh
University. This college offers bachelor's
degree courses in arts. 

Librarian: Mrs. Raju Rani Saikia

Library Activities:

Manohari Devi Kanoi Girls' College
Manohari Devi Kanoi Girls' College was
established in July 1963 at Kadamoni,
Dibrugarh. The College has enrolment of
approximately 1,800 students. MDK Girls'
College is affiliated with Dibrugarh
University.

Name of the Library: MDKG College Library

Librarian: Jadavjyoti Saikia

Library activities:

OBITUARY
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Activities of the Libraries of Assam

Organised book exhibition on 15 Feb 2021 on
the occasion of Saraswati Puja, (Collaborated
with IQAC), Inaugurated by Principal, Rangia
College, Dr Brajendra Saikia 

Discussion programme on reading habits of
youth on 16th March 2021 organised by Book
lover's Club and IQAC Resource person: Dr
Partha Phukan Mahanta, Principal B.Ed.
college, Rangia 

Organised World Book Day on 23rd April 2021
and inaugurated a wall magazine namely,
BAAHI by Dr. Brajendra Saikia. 

Organised an online awareness programme on
the topic ICT Initiatives on Education
department govt of INDIA date: 28 July 2021,
Resource person Dr Birendar Pal.

Rangia College
Rangia College is the premier institution of
higher education on the north bank of the
Brahmaputra in the district of Kamrup.
Founded on August 5, 1963, the college has
rendered pioneering services to the community
by catering to the needs of the vast and
extensive area inhabited predominantly by
socially and economically backward segments
of the population.

Librarian: Manjushree Devi

Library activities:

Sipajhar College  
Sipajhar College is one of the leading
institutions of higher education in Darrang
district, The college was established in 1971
and is situated at an easily accessible location
along National Highway 52. 

Joined as a Resource Person of online
webinar on "Awareness Programme on
Exploring and Use of online E-Resources",
organized by N.N. Saikia College, Titabar,
Jorhat on 7/08/202.

Delivered a talk on Web talk series on
“Library Services Combating COVID 19
Pandemic” organized by Women Librarians’
Association of Assam (WLAA) – a division
of Assam Library Association (ALA) from
June 15 to 18, 2020.

Joined as a Moderator in the Session 1:
Academic Integrity of the “Online National
Seminar on Online Teaching Learning:
Issues and Challenges” which was organized
by Women Librarians’ Association of Assam
(WLAA) in association with LIS Links
during September 3-4, 2020. 

From its humble beginnings in the Diamond Club
premises, Sipajhar College has come a long way,
starting out with just Pre-university classes in
1971, and Degree Classes in 1980. The College
celebrated its Silver Jubilee in 1997 and
contributed significantly to the academic and
cultural life of the region.

Librarian: Dr. Nirmali Chakraborty 

Librarian’s activities:

Librarian’s Publications:
Published a research paper titled “Students'
Perceptions on the Use of Google Classroom
as an E-learning Platform” in the edited
volume “Online Teaching Learning: Issues
and Challenges”, edited by Dr. Badan
Barman and Dr. Kankana Baishya; Published
by Dr. Badan Barman. ISBN: 978-93-5408-
234-4.
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Activities of the Libraries of Assam

A week long Library internship programme was
carried out for the MLISc 4th Semester Students
of the Department of Library and Information
Science, GU in the month of November, 2020
Online Library awareness Programmes have been
conducted on November 4 - 5, 2020 for newly
admitted students of B.A., LL.B FYIC and One
year LL.M Degree Programme.
A web training session for all the students and
faculty members on EBC reader, SCC online was
organized on December 17-18, 2020. 

Delivered lecture on the topic “Legal E-
Resources” in the webinar on Awareness
programme on use of online e-resources
organized by IQAC, Dispur Law College and
Assam College Librarians' Association, May 27,
2020.
Delivered lecture on the topic “Library Online
Services Combating Covid-19 Pandemic with
special reference to National Law University and
Judicial Academy, Assam in the web talk series
organized by Women Librarians’ Association of
Assam, June 15-18, 2020
Delivered lecture on “Core Employability Skills
for LIS Professionals” in the national webinar
organised by RBANM's FGC Library &
Information Centre, August 17, 2020.

National Law University and Judicial Academy,
Assam

The National Law University and Judicial
Academy, Assam (NLUJAA) has been
established by the Government of Assam by way
of enactment of the National Law School and
Judicial Academy, Assam Act, 2009 (Assam Act
No. XXV of 2009).

Name of the Assistant Librarian and I/C, Library-
Dr. Kankana Baishya

Library Activities:

Librarian’s activities:

Co-Chaired technical session on Crabbing
Ethical Practices: Plagiarism and Research
Integrity in the 6th international conference
on Digital Learning and Innovations in
Libraries organized by Association of Indian
Law Libraries in association with National
Law University Delhi, Chanakya National
Law University, Patna and Modern Rohini
Education Society, New Delhi, September 6,
2020
Delivered lecture on “Academic Research in
the realm of Copyright in Digital Era” in the
webinar WIRE organized by Balaji Group,
September 10, 2020
Delivered lecture on ““Effective use of
Library and Its Importance in Learning and
Education” in the webinar organized by
Pratiksha Institute of Pharmaceutical
Sciences, September 10, 2020, July 6, 2021
Delivered lecture on “Turnitin” in the Ph.D
coursework organized by Department of
English, Gauhati University, July 28, 2021
Delivered lecture on the “NLUJAA Library”
in the celebration of Library week organized
by Samagra Shiksha Assam, August 11, 2021

Edited a book Online Teaching-Learning:
issues and Challenges published by Badan
Barman, 2021
Edited Newsletter titled “Nyayalok” (Vol
3,4) published by National law University
and Judicial Academy, Assam.
Chapter published on “ Design and
development of a library website by using
blog” in the festschrift volume “Librarianship
in Changing Environment" edited by
Dhrubajit Das and Bibhuti Choudhury,
Prsanta Kr Deka and G B Devchoudhury,
2021

Librarian’s Publication:
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Promoted to Professor w. e. f. November 19, 2015, under CAS on vide Notification No.
104/19/2013-Estt/8416-76 dated 28/12/2017;
Appointed as Dean, Swami Vivekananda School of Library Sciences for three years with effect
from the date of assumption of charge by newly appointed Dean notified vide Office Order no.
102/3/98-Estt/7625-85 dated 02/02/2018;
Re-Appointed as the Dean of Swami Vivekananda School of Library Sciences for another period
of three years w. e. f. February 13, 2021 issued vide Office Order No. 102/3/2020- Estt dated
10/02/2021;
Appointed as Acting Librarian, Assam University, Silchar w. e. f. April 11, 2019, vide Office
Order no. 103/820/2014-Estt/4046-4106 dated 11/04/2019 to look after the day to day affairs of
the Office of the Librarian in addition to his normal duty till further order. Served as Acting
Librarian from April11, 2019 to December 30, 2020;
Nominated by the Hon'ble Vice-Chancellor under the Clause 1 ((iii) & (iv) of Statutes 12 of A U
Act as the member of the Executive Council for the period of three years from the date of
appointment (Vide Notification No. AUK-212/1/2007/ dated February 7 2020;
Nominated as the Finance Committee Members of Assam University, Silchar as a Senior EC
Member, he has been nominated as the Member of Finance Committee of Assam University,
Silchar from  October 2020 to February 13, 2021.

External Member of Board of Studies, DLISc, Mizoram University, Aizawl;
External Member of Board of Studies, DLISc., North Eastern Hill University (NEHU) , Shillong
External Member of Departmental Research Committee, DLISc., Mahatma Gandhi Central
University of Bihar, Motihari, Bihar in September 2020 for the period of three years.;
External Member of Departmental Research Committee, DLISc., MBB University, Agartala,
Tripura in July 2021 for the period of three years.

Activities of the LIS teacher

Prof. Manoj Kumar Sinha
HoD, DLISc and Dean 
Swami Vivekananda School of Library Sciences, Assam University, Silchar

A. Appointments / Promotion 

B. Nominated as the Members of BOS / School Board 

C. M.Phil. Awarded (2021) 

Activities of the University LIS Departments of Assam
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Sinha, Manoj Kumar (Eds). (2021). Managing University and Institutional Libraries in 21st Century:
A Festschrift Volume Published in Honour of Dr. Prem Kumar Jayaswal. 3 Volume (Volume –I :
Managing Library resources and Services , xxxviii , 300 P. ; Volume –II : Metrics and Users Study ,
303- 480 P. and Volume-III : Emerging Technologies in Managing Next Generation Libraries , 483-
744P ), Shree Publishers and Distributors , New Delhi 744 P. ( ISBN : 978-81-948189-8-4 (Set of
Three Volumes) ) 

Volume –I : Managing Library resources and Services , xxxviii , 300 P. 
Volume –II : Metrics and Users Study , 303- 480 P. 
Volume-III : Emerging Technologies in Managing Next Generation Libraries , 483-744P.) 

Chanda, Anupam and Sinha, Manoj Kumar ( 2020). Usage of E-Resources Available under DeLCON
and UGC-INFONET Consortia: A Comparative Study on Digital Library Consortia. LAP : Lambert
Academic Publishing. 108 Pp. (ISBN: 978-620-3-04132-3)

Wrote a Foreword for An Objective Approach to Library and Information Science by Dr. Amit
Kishore published by AKB Publications , Jaipur , 2021

Wrote a Foreword for An Conceptual Approach to Library and Information Science : A Complete
Self Study Guide to the Library and Information Professionals Examination for NTA/UGC-NET ,
KVS, RSSBand DSSSB by Dr. Amit Kishore published by AKB Publications , Jaipur , 2021

Awarded Certificate of Excellence by DESIDOC Journal of Library and Information Technology (A
Publication of DRDO,  Defence R&D Organisation, Metcalfe House, Delhi - 110054, India)
(https://publications.drdo.gov.in/ojs/index.php/djlit/index)  in recognition and appreciation of
outstanding contribution made to the quality of the journal.

·Awarded Certificate of Excellence in Reviewing, 2020 by Current Journal of Applied Science and
Technology (In recognition of an outstanding contribution made to the quality of the journal.
Certificate No.SDI/HQ/PR/Cert/62568/MAN)

D. Book Publications 

E. Wrote Foreword for Books 

F. Awarded Certificates for Review of Papers 

G. Award / Fellowship 
Awarded Best Paper Award in 6th Online International Conference on Digital Learning and Innovation in
Libraries organized by Modern Rohini Education Society, New Delhi in collaboration with National Law
University, Delhi, CNLU, Patna and Association of Indian Law Libraries, New Delhi during September
05-06 , 2020.

H. Invited Talk/ Key Note Address/ Delivered Special Talk/ Chief Editor / Guest Editor of Journals

Activities of the University Departments of Assam
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Activities of the University Departments of Assam

Life Member of Indian Library Association bearing Membership No. CL-3395.
Life Member of LIS Academy , Bangalore on 2nd December 2020 with Life Membership No. is
LISA/0072
Founder Member of BLNPA (Bihar Library Science NET PhD Holder’s Association) Under the aegis
of Dr. Ranganathan State Library Committee (Bihar Library Association), Bihar. 
Life Member of Library Professionals Association (LPA) , Delhi in 2020. 
E C Member of Assam Library Association(LIS Education Division) for the Session 2020 to 2022.
(Membership No. ALAL015)

I. Members of Professional Association 

J. Research Papers

Workshop / Lecture Programme and other Activities
Organised 
On the eve of National Librarians’ Day celebration, the
Department of Library and Information Science (under
Swami Vivekananda School of Library Sciences)
organized One Week Dr. S. R. Ranganathan Online
Lecture Series On “Research Methodology and
Emerging Technology for Managing Libraries, Online
Teaching –Learning and Research” in Online Mode
during 07/08/2020 to 14/08/2020. In this programme,
altogether 30 number of Eminent Speakers from across
the country have delivered Invited Lectures on various
topics related to Research Methodology and Online
Teaching –Learning and Research.

Department of Library and Information Science,
(Swami Vivekananda School of Library Sciences)
Assam University 
Silchar -788 011
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Online Induction Programme for Fresher's (1st Semester Students) Organized by Department
of Library and Information Science, Assam University, Silchar 
The Department of Library and Information Science under Swami Vivekananda School of Library
Sciences organized an Induction Programme for Fresher's (1st Semester newly admitted students) on
09/01/2021 from 12.30 am to 2.00 pm. 



Activities of the University Departments of Assam

Online Parents –Teachers Meet, Organized by the Department of Library and Information
Science (Swami Vivekananda School of Library Sciences), Assam University, Silchar

In this programme, most of them admitted that all Department faculty members had attended the
Induction Programme through Online Mode using the Google Meet platform. The Welcome Address
was given by Prof. Manoj Kumar Sinha, HoD, DLISc and Dean, SVSLSc, AUS, the Chairman and
Organizing Secretary of the event. Then Prof. Manoj Kumar Sinha introduced all the Course Teachers
and Staff Members of the Department to all the newly admitted students. Prof. Manoj Kumar Sinha,
HoD, DLISc & Dean, SVSLSc, AUS highlighted Assam UniversitySilchar's achievements. He also
highlighted its Schools and Departments; and discussed the students' Central Support Services for the
students and facilities available for students for their comfortable stay in the campus during the tenure
of their studies provided by the University's different units through a PowerPoint presentation. Prof.
Sinha has also given a brief account of the syllabus for all the semesters. All the students were asked
to give their brief introduction, their preference for stay at the campus, their residence, and their
awareness about online classes. 

Department of Library and Information Science (SVSLSc), Assam University, Silchar organized
Parents - Teachers Meeting on 22/01/2021 at 12.30 pm. A good number of parents attended the
Meeting. Prof. Manoj Kumar Sinha started the Meeting by welcoming all the Parents, Faculty
members, Research Scholars, and Students and introduced the University and Department's activities
to them through PPT. Then all Faculty Members viz., Dr. Mukut Sarmah, Associate Professor; Dr.
Nabin Chandra Dey, Assistant Professor (Stage-II) and Sri Rajesh Rangappa Aldarthi, Assistant
Professor spoke on occasion. One by one, the Parents were asked to introduce themselves and raise
any queries. The parents have asked many questions and HoD and Teachers have replied to their
satisfaction. At the end of the Programme, a formal Vote of Thanks was offered by Dr. Nabin Chandra
Dey. It was an excellent experience conducting this session and interacting with the parents along with
students. Thanks to all the Faculty Members, Parents and Students for attending this Programme
online through Google Meet Platform and making it a grand success.
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M. Phil Degree Awarded during 2020-21 



ALA Executive Committee (2018-2020)

Dr. Mukesh Saikia
President (Additional Charge) and Working President

Dr. Prasanta Kumar Deka
Vice President

Dr. Zabeen Ahmed
Joint Secretary

Dr. Tarini Dev Goswami
Office Secretary

Representative from Public Libraries
1. Mr. Naba Jyoti Deka. 
2. Dr. Mehtab Hussain. 
3. Mr. Balen Kalita. 

 
Representative from School Libraries
1. Mr. Nitupan Sarmah.

 
Representative from Library Science Schools
/ Departments
1. Dr. Tilak Hazarika. 

 
Representative from Rural Libraries
1. Mr. Balladev Sharma. 

Dr. Sanjay Kumar Singh
Vice President & Treasurer (Additional Charge)

Dr. Badan Barman
General Secretary

Dr. Jyotika Devi
Joint Secretary

Dr. Kishor Sarma
Treasurer (September 1, 2018 - September 14, 2019)

 
Representative from College Libraries
1. Mr. Anujay Saikia. 
2. Mr. Dulumani Sarma. 
3. Mr. Mukut Baruah. 

 
Representative from University Libraries
1. Dr. Utpal Das. 
2. Dr. Smriti Rekha Baruah. 

 

Representative from Special & Technical
Libraries
1. Mr. Biman Das. 
2. Dr. Sanjoy Kumar Barman. 
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ALA Facts 
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ALA Credentials 

Certificate of Registration of ALA

1st Page of ALA Saving Bank Account Passbook

PAN Card of ALA
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ALA Publications

Disclaimer: The editorial Board and editors are not responsible for the veracity of the information
expressed in the newsletter


