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Preface

To revamp all aspects of India’s education system and also to address the
unfinished agendas of the National Policy on Education of 1986, modified in 1992
(NPE 1986/92), the “National Education Policy—2020” (NEP-2020) was brought out by
the “Ministry of Human Resource Development” (MHRD), the Government of India, on
July 29, 2020. The NEP-2020 previously did not have anything on Library and
Information Science education. However, as per the “Curriculum and Credit
Framework for Under graduate Programme” of UGC, the course will consist of five
parts, i.e., disciplinary / interdisciplinary majors; disciplinary / interdisciplinary
minors; multidisciplinary (MD), ability enhancement courses (AEC) and skills
enhancement courses (SEC). The multidisciplinary course will consist of 3
introductory-level courses with a total of 9 credits either from anyone of the five
disciplines, i.e., natural and physical sciences; mathematics, statistics, and computer
applications; library, information, and media sciences; commerce and management;
and humanities and social sciences (UGC, 2022, p. 21, 26). However, “students are
not allowed to choose or repeat courses already undergone at the higher secondary
level (12th class) in the proposed major and minor stream”. Introduction of library and
information science under multidisciplinary for all the learners in semesters 1, 2, and
3 is a push-up step for the entire subject of Library and Informatino Science itself. It
will enhance the image of librarians working in academic institutes as teachers
instead of previously holding a slightly narrow view of librarians as academicians.

Again, as per the "Curriculum and Credit Framework for Under graduate
Programme” of UGC, a student can change the major within the broad discipline of
natural and physical sciences; mathematical, statistics, and computational sciences;
library, information and media sciences, commerce and management; and humanities
and social sciences at the end of the first year (p. 26). This clearly indicates the need
to include a major (honours) and minor (pass) course in the subject of library and
information science at the undergraduate level, in line with other subjects.

The LIS education programme, which was previously not included in the subject
in Classes 11 and 12, did not have a tradition of a bachelor’s degree in line with other
subjects (as it only had a 1l-year bachelor in comparison to others 3-year bachelor
degree programme) has now started to hold its roots firm and in line with the other
subjects, thus paving the way for a new era of LIS education in India.

As per NEP-2020, Gauhati University stated in the year 2023 to offer Library
and Information Science at the undergraduate (degree) level as a major (honours),
minor (pass), and multidisciplinary course. This book is targeted at all the students
who opted for these courses at the college and university levels.

Badan Barman
Kankana Baishya
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